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10 TO THE FORMALIST AND PHARISEE. 
105 Who can underſtand his Errors? Cleanſe thou me from 
9 ſecret Faults: Keep back thy Servant alſo from pre- 
1 ſumptuous Sins; let them not have Dominion over 
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5 A WORD TO THE BACKSLIDER; 5 


ANOTHER | 
ro THE UNFEELING BROTHER; 
| AN D | ON * 


TO Tz FORMALIST AND PHARISEE. 


2 


Who can underſtand his Errors ? Cleanſe thou me from 
ſecret Faults: Keep back thy Servant alſo from pre- 
ſumptuous Sins ; let chem not have Dominion over 
me, Pfal. xix. 12, 13. 
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Ge. Se. Ge. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


SI hope that we have experienced the pardoning 
| A love of our reconciled God and Father in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and do at times taſte and feel, and always know 
| how good and gracious the Lord is, I would truſt that we 
ſhall be ſo kept by his power, and by the teachings of 
his Spirit, as not to return like the dog to his vomit, ; 


and as the ſow to her wallowing in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 22, 


If, when in trouble, we flee to unlawful means to drown 
it, or to extricate ourſelves from it, it is clear that ſuch 
a ſpirit is from the father of lies and of all fin. If the per- 
ſon apply not to the only remedy, the blood of Chriſt, 

it may make us doubt whether he hath grace or not. If 
any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: old things 
are paſſed away ; behold, all things are become new, 


Cor. v. 17. Gal. v. 13 to 18. Sometimes, indeed. 


when we have high thoughts of ourſelves, and of our 
owa firength, the Lord permits us to fall, to ſhew us 
that it is 1mpoſhble for us to ſtand in our own ſtrength. 
But if it be given us to have by faith a ſimple and ſin- 
eere dependence on God, as manifeſt in Chriſt Jeſus, he 
will alſo vive us ſuch a meaſure of his Spirit, as will 
carry us through every temptation, difficulty, trial and 
trouble which \ we meet with in palling through this life, 
this vale of tears, to the everlaſting reſt prepared for 

us by the ever-compaſſionate Immanuel, Pfal. xxxvii. 394 
40. Deut. XXX, 27, If. x11, 10. ch. xhil. 2. a reſt which 


A 5 none 
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none can experience here; it being a reſt from ſin, and 


of courle from every thing diſtrefsful, grievous and 


afflictive: fin being the cauſe of the gulf gf miſery in 
which wretched man is plunged. May the Father grant 


for Jelus Chriſt's ſake, that if not already, we may be 


made partakers of the reſt which believers now have in 
him, and then we ſhall be eternally ſure of the other, 
Ifa. xxx. 15. ch. xlv. 17. Heb. 4. 9, 10. 

If we have backſliden from the Lord, either | in heart 5 


or life, and are bowed down with a ſenſe of our tins, 


ſo that in bitterneſs of ſoul we acknowledge that our 
backtlidings are many; we have ſinned againſt the 
Lord; I am bowed down greatly: I go mourning all 


the day long: let us return unto the Lord, and he will 


have mercy upon us; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon, Ifa. lv. 7. Return, O backſliding 


children, ſaith the Lord, for I am married unto you. 
I will heal your backflidings, and will love you freely; 
for I am eracious, Jer. Ill 14+ 22. Exod. XX1l. 27. 


ch, xxx1v; 6, 7. 
As our beneficent Cronin hath provided v water to 


clean ſe the fleſh from the filth which it daily contracts; 
_ ſo he hath, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as our covenant God 


and Father in Chriſt Jeſus, by the blood ſhedding of 


Chriſt, opened a fountain to the ſpiritual houſe of 
| David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for fin 


and for uncleanneſs, Zec. xiii. 1, Heb. ix. 13. 14. ch. 
xiii. 12. Rev. i. 5, In which fountain, by manifeſving 
and applying Chriſt to the ſoul, as having for him, the 


tinner, fully and perfectly obeyed and ſatisfied God's 


law, the Spirit of God is continually waſhing and pu- 


Tifying the renewed ſoul from the filth which he con- 
tracts through the indwelling of fin; that he may con- 


tinually have a peacetul conſcience, void of offence 

2 toward God and toward men, Heb. x. 22, Rem. 
Acts xxiv. 16. 

19 ©: water can 15 the body 1 the filth which 


it may get by an unwary fall in the mire; as well as 
that which it contracts by perſpiration and duſt; ſo if 
a child of God ſhould be overtaken in a fault, and 

puſhed headlong into {in EY his corruption. and Sa- 


88 


mw! 
tan, the fountain of Chriſt's blood can cleanſe the 
ſoul as well from that, as from its daily fins of weak- 


neſs and infirmity: for the blood of Jelus Chriſt 


cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 John i. 7. Yet the good- 
neſs and-mercy of God in Chriſt forbid that we ſhould 


delight in fin. If we are afleep in it, the Lord awaken 


us, 2 Sam. X11. 7. Conſider what it coſt Jeſus Chriſt, 

the Lord God of life and glory, to redeem us trom it, 
John x. 15. Acts iti. 15. 1 Cor. ii. 8. Is not once 
enough for him to be crucified? But if born of God, 
we cannot live in ſin with delight, it being contrary 


to our new nature. If after profcſhng the truth, we 


take delight in fin, does it not prove that we are of 


the number of thole who crucify to themſelves the Son 
of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame? Heb. 


vi. 6. He that deſpiſed Moſes liw died without mer- 


cy, under two or three witneſſes, Deut. xvii. 2 6, of 
how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son 

of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant 
- Wherewith he | the Son of God] was ſanctiſied, an 
unholy thing; and hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of 


grace? Heb. x. 28, 29. The enliyhtened and regene- 
rated child of God can no more continue to delight in 


fin of any kind, than a lamb can delight to wallow in 
the mire; as it is againſt the nature of the one, ſo it 


is againſt the nature ot the other to do either. Know 
you not, that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt? \ ou are not your own; for you are bought 

with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, 


and in your ſpirit, which are God's, and not defile the 
temple of God, 1 Cor. 111. 16, 17. ch. vi. 19, 20. 
Though where fin abounded, grace did much more 


abound ; yet, ſhall we continue. in fin-that grace may 
abound ? God forbid, How ſhall we, that are dead to 
fin, live any longer therein? Rom. v. 20. ch. vi. 1, 
2, 14, 15. If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the 
Spirit; and we ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh,” 


1 Gal. iv. 25, 26. If any profeſſor does, the character 


which the Apoſtle James gives may be his: The de- 


vils alſo believe and tremble, Jam. 11. 19. They can- 


* 
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not but aſſent to and acknowledge the truth. But 


though devils, as transformed angels of light, and 
men, as transformed Chriſtians, may affent to ac- 
knowledge and profeſs the truth, yet, it not being at- 


tended with the power of the Holy Ghoſt; it not 
reaching their hearts, ſo as in the hands of the Spirit 


of God to work a change, they experience not that 
taith which is the gift and operation of God, 1 Cor, 


ii. 4, 5. Rom, xv. 13, Eph. ii. 8, Col. ii. 12. Gal. v. 


6. Heb, xn. 2. They have not that faith which is 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for ; the evidence to my 


foul in particular of things not ſeen ; known nor felt 
by any carnal man, but which are revealed to the 
real Chriſtian, - Heb. xi. 1. 1 Cor. ii. 10. By which 
faith, and the teachings of the Holy Spirit, the be- 


hever, in the Lord's time, ſees and knows that all 
things are ready; that every thing is ſuffered, ato- 
med for, paid, performed and done for him in particu- 
lar, by his moſt beloved Head, Reprefentative, Sure- 
ty, Advocate, and Prieſt, the Lord God and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that there remains nothing on his 
me Chriſtian's part, but continually to receive out of 


bis Lord and Saviour's fulneſs; and to flec to him, his 


enly Refuge and Deliverer, in every time of need, Ia. 


I. 13. John xiv. 26. 80 that real Chriſtians are 
brought but of righteous as well as finful ſelf to Jeius 


Chritt, as their only facrifice and atonement for fin, 


and the Lord their righteouſneſs : the only life by 


which they now live; in whom only they wi eternal 
life, 1 Cor. v 7. Rom. v. +1. Jer. xxſii. 6. Iſa. lik. 
17. ch. xlv. 25. Acts xili. 39. Kom. v. 6 to 21. Gal. 


BB. 20. John v. 24, 25. 1 John v. 11. If this is not 


the cafe ; if we bave not this knowledge and expe li- 
ence; though the mind may be amuſed with curious 


nun entertaining definitions of faith; and tbe judg- 
ment informed by nitural reaſon | in hearing the Goſ- 


pe! preached, or in reading; yet it is all nothing: Va- 
nity of vanities, ſaith the preacher, all is vanity. But 


however ſome men may feek their own imtereſt and 


glory, and not the glory of God manifeſt in the fleſh; 


8 ante ft in the man Chriſt Jetus, Lord of all; how: 


1 Ru. 1 Ver 


— 


. : 
ever they may ſet up their own will in oppoſition to 
the truth; and however they may bring 1cripture to 
ſuit their purpoſe; and inſtead of making the ſerip- 
ture, make their own judgment the rule; we have a 
more ſure word of prophecy, 2 Pet. i. 19. Jude 4. 
2 Tim. ii. 19. 1 John i. 23. Matt. vii. 21. John vi. 
40. ch. iu, 36. Mark iii. 29. ch. ix. 43, 44. Rev. xiv, + 
11. Ch. xx. 10. Rom. ix. 14 to 24. 5 
The children of God may be, and frequently are, 
ſubject tomany horrid and blaſphemous ſuggeſtions'; and 


under many and great temptations to commit fin ; an 


the violence of them, through the artful management 


of Satan, may make them fear that they have in thoughr 
conſented; and that thoſe horrid and plaſphemous 
ſuggeſtions are their own thoughts. But if it is their 
burden and grief, it is not their ſin, My grace, ſaith 


Chriſt, is ſufficient for thee, 2 Cor, xii, 9. I fincere- 


ly aſſure you, that I have with aching-heart, cried out 
With dear Paul, O wretched man that I am ! who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death? an anſwer 


ſoon comes; tears of gratitude, love and joy flow, 
when faith cries out, in anſwer to the queſtion, I thank 
God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. vii. 24. 


Should it. happen that a child of God fall into fin, 


what grief, what ſorrow, what compunction of heart 
is there, when convinced of it by the Holy Ghoſt, 


for having ſinned againſt the precious light and dear 


. 


love of our good, gracious, and ever tender hearted and 


loving Saviour and God, Jeſus Chrift! O! how pre- 


cious, unſpeakably precious is the blood of Chriſt to 
If you have a deſire, but feel no power to return; 


yet believing the power of God, can ſay with che 


church, Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall 


be turned, Jer. xxx1. 18. Hear what the Lord fur- 


ther faith, They ſhall return even unto the Lord, and 
he ſhall be intreated of them, and ſhall heal them, 
Iſaiah xix. 22. They ſhall return unto - with 
their whole heart, Jer. xxiv. 7. And I will cleanſe 


| againſt 


thoſe who know aud feel their need of it! 1 Pet. i. 18, E 


hem from all their-iniquity whereby they have fianed 
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1 
againſt me; and 1 will pardon all their iniquities 
whereby they have ſinned, and whereby they have 


tranſgreſſod againſt me, Jer. xx>11i. 8. I have ſurely 


heard Ephraim bemoaning himſelf thus, Thou haſt 
chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bullock unac- 
cuſtomed to the yoke : turn thou me, and I thall be 
turned: for thou art the Lord my God Surely, 
after that I was turned I repented ; and after that [ 
Mas inſtructed I ſmote upon my thigh: I was aſhamed, 
yea, even confounded, Jer. xxxi. 18. Therefore re- 
joice not againſt me, O mine enemy: when I fall, 1 
ſhall ariſe, Mic. vii 8, 9. No ſooncr is the backſlider 
brought to ſee his fin, and to acknowledge it before 
the Lord, than the Lord's bAvels melt with relenting, 
and tender love and pity towards him. Hark! how 
| ſweetly his love breaks forth! Is Ephraim my dear 
fon ? Is he a pleaſant child ? for ſince I ſpake againſt 
him, I do earveſtly remember him till : therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely have 
mercy upon him, faith the Lord, Jer. xxxi. 20. Is 
God thus? and ſhall man ſhut up his bowels of com- 


paſſion? 1 Pet. in, 8. Jude 22, 23. O how unſpeak- 


able are the mercies of our God in Chriſt Jeſus! _ 
Though we outwardly expreſs ſorrow, what is the 
reaſon that fome of us often feel a kind of ſecret plea- 
ſure and exultation at the fall of a brother: and ſuch 


eagerneſs to ſpread it abroad? is it not becauſe ws 


think that we are raiſed by, it? Do we not feel 
the workings of pride on the occaſion? Exulting 
in our ſuppoſed perſonal purity and ſtrength, we ſe- 
cretly bleſs ourielves that we are more holy; and 


that we never fall into ſuch ſnares. In the general, | 


the moſt faulty are the moſt ready to find fault, and ac- 
cuſe, John xn. 4, 5, 6. But let him that thinketh he | 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall, 1 Cor. x. 12. ; 
Be not ignorant of Satan's devices. In theſe com- 
parative views we loſe fight of the Saviour; and ad- 
miring our own beautiful and holy ſelves, are fre- 
quently left to fall into the very ſame, if not worſe 
fins. This is permitted, that we may be taught what is 
in us; that we are weakneſs; and that all our ſtrength, 
e 1 righteouſneſs, 


- 
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| forexer lovely and happy, is in another, even in Jeſus 


1 8 
righteouſneſs, and every thing which can make us 


Chriſt, and no where elle, John iii. 34. Col. 1. 19. 


ch. ii. 9. John i. 16, 1 Cor. 1, 30, 31. Jer. ix. 23, 24. 


Our compaſſion and feeling for a brother overtaken 


in a fault, will be in proportion to our view of the de- 


pravity and exceeding ſinfulneſs of our hearts in the 
glaſs of God's word, by the light of his Spirit. But, 
except God the Holy Ghoſt ſhines on the word; except 


we have his light; are enlightened and taught by 


him; we. ſhall no more be able to underſtand it, than 
a perſon in a dark room will be able to read and un- 
derſtind any thing laid before him, Col. ii. ch. iv. 18. 

Pſal. xxxvi. 9. 1 Cor. ii. 13. As a perſon confined 


in a dark room, having before him the will of another; 


who has forgiven him an immenſe debt, and left him 
a large eſtate, and which he never knew of, cannot 
attain the knowledge of it, not derive any pleaſure 
from it, without information and light; ſo, neither can 
either of us, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, derive any bleſſing 


from any part of the ſcripture, without the Spirit of 


God ſhines upon and bleſſes it to us at the time we are 
reading or hearing it. This our own experience will 
tell us to be true. We muſt remember a time when 
we read and heard the word of God as having eyes, 
yet not ſecing; and as having ears, yet not hearing, Jer, 


v. 21. Mark viii. 18. Does not this prove that the 


written word and the Spirit are diſtin& ; and that the 


former cannot have any effect without the latter? But 
us ſoon as the day arrives, in which the Lord has willed 


to call us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 


bis word is accompanied with the power, teachings, 


and light of his Spirit; the ſhining light that ſhineth 


more and more unto the perfect day; till, from babes 
in Chriſt, we all come in the unity of the faith, and 


of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 


man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs f 
Chriſt, Pal. ex. 3. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Prov. iv. 18. 1 Pet. 
21, 2, Eph, IV, 4. 3. 13. 155 4 N 


Being taught by the operations and influences of the 


1 Holy Ghoſt, that is, by God himſelf, Who bach 
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mined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of Gad iu the face of Jeſuz Chriſt; and often taught 
dy *£perience ; we know, that if left to burfelves we 
"Kre liable to fail into, and capable of committing all rhe 
fin poi ble for man to fall into and commit, 2. Cor. | 
i. 22. .ch.iv.6. ch. VI. 16. t Cor, vi. 19. John xvi, 
7 to 15. Col. 1. 9 to 14. 1 John fi. 20. Thlerekore, with 
this es perienes and feeling, inſtead of blazoning forth 
Ar brother? s fin, and publicly anathemutizing him, 


| 8 
9 even deſiring it to be done, cur hearts will be foun 


torts Hut itt pray er to the Father for him: caſting our 
fele es in the duſt at our Saviour's feet, we ſhall adore 


in him that Almighty power by which only we are kept 
from falling 1 into ten thouſand times worſe lins. We 

thall implore him to continue to ſurround us by his 
protecting power, and ſtrengthen us by his invincible 
grace, that We fall not. Feeling our own infufficiency 


7 and weakneſs, we 1hull not be like many in. this day, 
muny prieſts, as well. as many hearers, Who ſeem 


to make it their buſineſs and delight to ſtigmatize g 
brother, whether guilty or not guilty if there is a re; 
port to ground the accuſation ; but our hearts will melt 
with compaſſion for, we ſhall weep over a  brothe F 
overtuken in a fault; deſiring to reſtore him in the ſpi- 
Fit of meeknelſs, Cal. . Love, and not a conceited, 
malicious, envious ſpirit, will govern our oonduct to- 
wards him; knowing that we allo are ful i in. the fleſh, 
1 br. X31, Rom. xii. 16. We have no occaſion to go 
Hack to Queen Mary's days for fire and faggots, for a 
Härit to conſume every thing before us. It is to be 

"ured, that many who, make a very high profeſſion | 


| ais as ſome did then, would not be far behind them 


their ſicanic zeal, if they had the ſame power. O 
for a Fpirit pf union, and more brotherly love; and a 
de. th to all ſelfiſh views, apd every party ſpirit. vil, WR 

; One is for this man, and another is for tbat man. 
Tcis to de feared that we too often go more to hear the 
"man, chan what Jeſus Chriſt has to ſay to our ſouls, 
Are Ve net carnal? For whereas there is among vou 

en 115 85 aud ſtrife, and divifien, are ye not carnal, 


Wy al as "ten, For while one faith, I am of Paul, 


8 7 Jo | and 


— 
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and another, I am of Apollos, are ye not earn)? Wag 


aul crucified for you? Who then is Paul, and who | A 


Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye believed, even 1s 


| the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Arollos 


watered ; but God gave the increaſe, So then, net. ber 
He that plantcth 3 is any thing, neither he that w atereth, 


but. God that giveth the creaſe, C ODT, 1, 14; els 


it. 3. Pal. cxv. 1. 

Ik we had not ſuch itching ears; if er ery dried. 
Chriſtian were to look more at home, to what puſles 
within, and to Jeſus! Chrift, and leſs abroa4, we ſhould 
not be ſa eaſily ſtirred up by the gollipping, depreciate 
mg, and backbiting ſpirit which is gone forth from the 
internal pit, 2 Tim. iv. z. ch. iii. 7. Exod, Xx. 16. 
2 Cor. Xl. 20.—we ſhould not be contending for this 
or that man; for this or that church; for this or that 
principle; but for the faith once delivered, Jude 3. 
Gal, 1. 1 to 12. John xvii. 3. Acts iv. 2. Ifa. Xxvili, 
16. 1 Cor. iti. 11. Eph. ii 8, 0. Rom. v. i. ch. vii. 

Bleſſed Saviour, holy Jeſus, our Lord and our 
804. rebuke every ſpirit which is contrary to thee, 
and our moſt holy religion; and make us more like 
thyſelf in meekneſs, love, and every thing elſe. 


Though I would always wiſh to be of a particular | 


ſociety, yet, as to brotherly love to, and communion 
with the members REG Rr Fit 8 church, 


$ No ſe, no church, no party would T know, 
But that whole be. whoſe all from Jeſus flow; 


* And as the rivers haſten to the ſea, 


Return with glory to th' eternal Three. 

If this appears, can ſelf, ſhall points divide 
The members of the holy Jelus' bride? 
Forbid it, God; and ſend thy Spirit down, 

To kill the ſwelling ſeed Diſcord long bath ſown. 


g But what add 15 that yonder, whoſe number froms 


to darken the Plain, ſitting in judgment over the 8 


viour, for his mercy to the returning finner ? Malz. 


ix. 43. Not having eyes to ſee farther than their beau- 


tifuf painted ontfide, they cannot difcern the loatbſome 
inſide, the neſt of vipers and filthy vermin which cor- 


2 | ruption, 
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formidable oppoler, Luke xxu. 32. 


1 12 J 


ruption, which fin produces, and which each of thera 


has ſepulchered within, Gen. vi. 5. Jer. xvii. 9. Matt. 


xxiii, 27, 28. Triumphing in their ſelf-righteouſneſs, 
Theſe are your ſaints, your ſanctified ones, they cry : 


now they thew what 'they are. True; very true; 


they ſhew themſelves to be poor feeble finners, who, 


left to'themfelves, are-expoſed to falls every moment. 
Yet, hold a little: Not diſcerning what paſſes within ; 


nor knowing any thing of the new nature of the real 


Chriſtian ; you do not ſee the compunRion of ſoul, the 
bleeding heart, the bitter repentance, the going out 


and renouncing of ſelf, and reſting YPgu and truſting 


in the Saviour 1 more, Pal. li. 

The real Chriſtian's fall for a time gives the enemy 
room to triumph. Yet, when convinced and reſtored, 
knowing, with Peter, from woful experience, how to 
ſtrengthen his brethren, Satan meets in him a moſt 
For now be 
WHOLLY renounces ſelf. He Knows that he has no 


power, but muſt be wholly paſſive in his gracious Lord' 


hands, as a receiver only. He knows that in him, 


that is, in his fleſh, dwelleth no good thing; that he 


is weakneſs itſelf; and that his firength is in Jeſus 
Chriſt only, Rom. vii. 18, 2 Cor. xii. 9. He no 


longer leans to his own underſtanding; but looks to 
his beloved Saviour Chil as bis wiſdom, and his all 


and in all, Prov. ili. 

The firſt character Which we have been jul ſpeak- 
ing of, inte ead of making compariſons between tliem- 
ſelves and others, ought to act as thoſe are exhorted 
in Zech. vii. 9. Gal. vi. 1. 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. Jude 22. 
Col. iti. 12, 13, The laſt character is deſcribed in 
thoſe very religious and holy people mentioned in Iſa, 


Ixv. 5. Luke xi. 39. 44. Matt, x11, 23. 28. Luke 
vi. 41, 42. The Lord Chriſt give the firſt to know 
themſelves better ; and, it his will, change the nature 
ok the laſt, May he forgive what is paſt ; ſtrengthen 
us to tland againſt hat is to come; an keep us from 
falling. | 


As'we depart Fei Chriſt, ſo ſhall we | fad: our ſouls 
running after this thing and the other. The Lord ſo 


| bed es ap tlie W I2ẽ²⸗àM' of fome, that they cannot commit 


What 


ature 
then 
trom 


ſouls 
rd to 
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what 


Where the ſoul only can fix. 


near to him, ſo ſhall we find all other things fall 
in our eſtimation. But till we are taught to cloſe with, 


No. On your graſping, 


FG LET 


what their hearts run ſo eagerly after, Others he, 


leaves to themſelves, like Ephraim. eb; 


There is no object or thing which can Ray: che foul 
of man, till he is brought to ſee the need of the Sa- 
viour, and to believe in him. Chriſt is the centre, 


In proportion, as we live 


and have a clear view of him as our Prophet, Prieſt, 


and King, whatever our profeſſion may be, we ſhall be 


purſuing that in other objects which is only to be found 


in him; namely, happineſs. If not in words, our eon- 


duct will ſhew, that the conſtant cry will be, Oe” | 
neſs ; : "0 happineſs! where! 1s happineſs ? 


It's only to be Found? in Jeſu? s ſelf: 

If found not there, neither worldly wealth; 
Honours, titles, nor poſſeſſions that are val, 
Can give it to the mind, to make it laſt, 

Court fair ſcience in all her pleafing forms; 

Plee to the ſcenes of faney; ſieze her charms; | 


; Freely obey the beckon of pleaſure; 


With raptures embrace her in ſoft leiſure; 


Lave in her ſpring; drink deep of her cup, 


Drain it to the dregs; fip, ſip it up; | 
Do you happineſs which is laſting find? >. 
Do you percieve ſhe is in theſe things kind? 
ſhe eludes your touch; 
(And when ſhe 1s forc'd, ſhe is not worth a7. 0 
Like the ſhadow caus'd by the refulgent ſun, ke 
As you purſue, ſo will you find it run.“ Fu. N 
Thus, from new object to object we fy, 255 
Hope ſucceeding hope, as each fall and die, 
Till the vain circle having run abour, 5 
And in our reſearches wearied out,. 
We to reflection are at laſt brought, 


And to the near forgot Being raiſe a thought. 1 


In this mày we perceive his wiſdom profound: 


Oaly1 in Chriſt can a real ir uition be ound, 5 


Some 
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— 


to rengunce ſelf, and every thing which belongs to it? 
I doubt it. For if that was the caſe, all other things 


ws fugh ,peqple ſurely I ſhall find peace: In ſuch an em- 


Mleeging ih diſappointment, carnal reaſon is let 
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- we locked for reſt where no true and laſting reſt is, 
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Hark! hear the beloved of my ſoul, and of yours, I 


It is to be feared that we are too apt to ſtop, ſhort, and 
look 290, low, by ſeeking reſt and happineſs in works, 


ereature, ar ſomething or another below, and ſhort of 


nor fee 


when left to himſelf, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. Iſa, xxxix. 


„ 
Some one may ſay, I do believe in Chriſt, yet mx 
foul is Kill reſtleſs. Have you fo believed in Chriſt as 


rould, be Joſt in the view of him. If it was ſo, we 
* fo; frequently reaſon thus; Among ſuch and 
playment for the Lord; and in ſuch a ſtate of mind 
with ſuch and ſuch frames and feelings, I ſhall be 
appys with a variety of other falſe reafonings. 
loeſe ; and we are ready to call every thing in queſ- 
ton. Why is it thus with us? We were too ſhort; 


hope, Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, Mark xi. 28. 
What does this teach us ? That we ſhould never think 
of reſt in any thing below, and ſhort of God in Chriſt. 


ordinances, our experiences, frames and feelings, the 


Jehovah Jeſus. My people have committed two evils; 
they have forſaken me the Fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that 
can hold no water, Jer. ii. 13. Do not ſuppoſe, by 
this, that I am againſt the uſe of the means; far from 
it. Let us, I beſcech you, be continually in the uſe of, 
ſecking, Chriſtin them; yet not make a Chriſt of them; 
E reſt in them; but look through and from 
them, and, very thing elſe, to Chriſt, for all which 
we want.n time and to eternitixg. 
Let us beware of idolatry. It is a ſin which lays us 
open to every other ſin: for if the Lord leuves us to 
ourſelves, what have we to keep us from ſin? Ephraim 
is joined to idals, let him alone, Hoſea iv. 17, It 
is a great Judgment to be left to ourſelves. No child, 
unable to ſtand without ſupport from its nurſe, is more 
certain of falling when left alone, than a child of God 


| | Why 


Nothing to be had, but from Chriſt: h 
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k Why is Ephraim left? Beeauſe he is joined to idols ; is 3 
guilty of wolatry, Col. in. 5. Whatever hath che 


chief place in the heart; whatever we delight and ret 
in, depend on, and love and defire more than, and in- 
dependent of Gd manifeſt in the fleſh, is an idol in 
and to the ſoul. Let us lay aſide every weight, and 


dhe ſin which doth ſd eafily beſet us, and let us run 


the race that is ſet before us. But how can we do this? 
By looking unto Jeſus, Heb. xii. 12. May the Lord 
draw us from every filſe refuge; and remove every 
idol from our hearts: keep us from pride, N 
tion, and delufion on the one hand; and from deſpair - 


on the other. F 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 
earth, Iſa. xlv. 22. John in. 14. 15. Num. xxi. 8, 9. 
Look to God in Chriſt to be healed of the poiſon of fin; 
for reconciliation. with God; for pardon and peace; for 
righteouſneſs and juſtification; for ſanétification and 
holineſs; and for a holy walk and converſation. 
Look to Jeſus Chriſt for reſt. Look to Teſys Chriſt 


for happineſs. Look to Jeſus Chriſt to be raiſed and 


reſtored when fallen; for perſeverance; and to be kept 
from falling, Look to Jeſus Chriſt for victory over 
all your enemies; and in every. trouble, difficulty, 
trial and temptation. Lock to Jeſus Chriſt in and for 
all things. Jeſus Chriſt muſt be firſt, Jeſus Chriſt 

muſt be laſt ; he is firſt and ke is aft, I am Alpha and 
Omega, the firſt and the laſt—the' Almighty, Rev. i. 8. 

Heb. i. 8. Pſal. xlv. 6. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Rom. ix. g. 


Col. iii. 11. O Chriſt, what art thou? What art 


thou not that is precious, effectual, neceſlar 7, and 
every way ſuitable, in the preſent and everlaſting ſalva- 


tion of a ſinner? © | T | 
Vou muſt excuſe unſeaſonable digreſſion, and imper- 
tinent intruſion, if you find me guilty of them. 1 fat © 
down with great indifferency to write; but we are not 


our own; neither. have we any thing of our own, _ 
1 Cor, vi. 19. 2 Cor. iii. 5. As all that is good comes 


from God in Chriſt, all muſt return to him, 1 Cor. 


| vill. 6. John J. Zo Col. i. 16 to 19. ch. 11. 10. Rer. 


i. 6. 


e is all in all, 9097 


=. An 


b 6.7 


3 18. ch U. 7. Eecleſ. Ki. 7. And to God the 


Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, three 


perſons, and one eternal Lord God, 1 John v. 7. be 


all praiſe. and glory for ever and ever. We are but 
Poor, N poor and weak creatures in ourſelves; 
Chriſt ſaith, Without me ye can do nothing; but 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening me I can do all things, 


faith beloveq Paul; and cannot we ſay ſo too? John 


xv. 5. Phil. iv. 13. Begging the Lord to give us power 
to reſort to and delight more in his word, the ſcrip- 
tures, that moſt precious o all books, Pſal. cxix. 103. 
Col. iii. 16, 17. 2 Pet, i. 4. and to vouchſafe unto us a 
ſpirit of contentment in every condition of life, Heb, 


. Ran 12. 1 Tim. vi. 6. 8. 


L remain, c 


9 HYMN. 


1 "xe Friend of ſinners, - bear 
A feeble creature pra 
| Me from my debt of ſin th clear, 
For 1 bare nought to pay. 
Speak, O ſpeak my kind releaſe; 

A poor backſliding ſoul reſtore: 

5 Love me freely, ſeal my peace, 

5 And bid me weep no more. 


8 Though my ſins as mountains riſe, 5 
ſwell; and reach to heaven; 
2 Mercy 18 above the ſkies, _ 


1 And 1 ſhall ſtand forgiv' 12 


Mighty. is my guilt' $ increaſe, ) 
But greater äs thy merey's ſtore: al 
Love me freely, ſeal my peace, 
And bid me weep no more. 


25832 From th? oppreſſive ſenſe of fin | 
My ftruggling ſpirit free : = 87 
- * * Blood and righteouſneſs divine IF | 


7 Can reſcue even ! ET OE ER 


Holy Spirit, ſhed thy grace. 


And let me feel the ſoft'ning ſſiow'r: 
| Love me freely, ſeal my peace, 
And bid me weep no more, 


* * * * * 


